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Honorable Cliff Stearns
House of Representatives
1123 Longworth Building .
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Stearns:
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CfFICE OFTKE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of February 5, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituents, Robert D. White and Alfred H. Watson, Jr.
regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235,
57 FR 54034:;-:(1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the
COl1lllission '.s Rules governing the private land mobile radio services operating
in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Those rules have been in place for over 20 years. While they have been
amended on numerbus occasions since that time, they nonetheless embody
regulatory concepts based on yesteryear's technology and, unless changed, will
stifle the growth and development of private lan~mobile radio technology ~nd

services, which are used primarily by local governments, public safety
entities, and businesses to enhance their productivity. The Commission issued
the Notice;"therefore, to solicit cOl1lllent from all interested persons on a
wide variety of proposals designed to increase channel capacity, to promote
more efficient use of these channels, and to simplify the rules governing ·use
of these channels.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals r~present our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. To this end, some of the
critical issues that must be resolved relate to channel spacing, the amount of
time provided to users to convert to new technical standards, how the 300 to
500 percent increase in channel capacity should be licensed, how the rules
should be written to provide users technical flexibility, and whether the
current nineteen radio services should be consolidated and, if so. how. I
have enclosed for your information a copy of that part of the Notice that
describes the numerous proposals.

your const.i'tuents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse i~pact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Not ice. . I
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Honorable Cliff Stearns 2.

We are, of course, sens1t1ve to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIc hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful cousideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will be
fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As indicated
in the Notiee, we remain convinced that without significant regulatory change
in radio operations in the bands below ~12 MHz, the quality of communications
in the private land mobile radio services will contin~ to deteriorAte to the
point of endangering public safety and the national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due Kay 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994. We urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

"ncerely,

~ff~
~alph A. Haller

Chief, Private Radio Bureau

Enc losures:
Notice':'~:;"">:h"

Order
Discussion paper
cc:
Chief, PRBureau
Chief, LM&MDivison
Docket Files, Room 222
P&P Branch File (Pink)
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< tLlFf STEARNS
8TH DISTRICT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEES:

BANKING, FINANCE AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

VETERANS' AFFAIRS
....,;;, ....

SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING

TASK FORCE ON'DRUGS

TASK FORCE ON
HEALTH CARE POLICY

o

February 5, 1993

REpLY TO:

1123 LONGWORTH BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

j202) 225-5744
FAX: (202) 225-3973

FLORIDA DISTRICT OFFICES:

115 S.E. 25TH AVENUE
OCALA. FL 32871
(904) 351-8777

FAX: (904) 351-8011

401 S.E. 1ST AVENUE,
SUITE 318

GAINESVILLE, FL 32801
(904) 372-0382

11, 1 S. 8TH STREET
LEESBURG, Fl 34148

(904) 328--8285

Mr. Lou Sizemore
Director, Legislative Miairs
Office ofLegislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
1919"M" Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sizemore:

Please find enclosed copies of letters Mr. Robert D. White ofTavares, FL and Mr. Alfred
H. Watson, Jr. of Beverly Hills, FL regarding their concerns over the FCC's proposed rule
changes in PR Docket 92-235. .

I would appreciate an explanation of these proposed rules so that I may relay the FCC's
reasoning behind these proposed rules.' '

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Cliff Ste s
Member of Congress

CSljcl
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January 28, 1993

The Honorable Clifford B. Stearns
1123 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Stearns:

Subject: PR Docket 92-235

FEB 0 4 1992

Assigned to ;j{. ,J.-/
Post Card,-::--:- _
Response Code _
..')g~ed in_.._

As a radio control model airplane enthusiast, I find it necessary
to bring to your attention my concerns relative to rules
changes proposed by the Federal Communications Commission
in PR Docket 92-235.

I feel that if adopted, these new rules will greatly reduce
the safe usability of frequencies assigned to remote control
model aircraft. Only 19 of the SO frequencies presently
assigned for our hobby will be usable; these frequencies
will become congested greatly decreasing our margin of safety.
The proposed addition of land mobile frequencies will be
acquired by splitting the 72 - 76 MHz band into narrower
bandwidths allowing the morepowerrul mobile transmitters
to bleed over into the bands used for model aircraft. If
this occurs, it would cause model aircraft to crash possibly
causing both physical and property damage, not to mention
the expense of repairing or replacing the model aircraft.

Please help me and many hundreds of thousands of other modelers
to continue to safely enjoy our hobby by not allowing the
FCC to carry out its proposed changes for the 72 - 76 MHz
band.

Sincerely,

/~U/~
Robert D. White
15810 Susanne Drive
Tavares, FL 32778
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M>t. !J>te.d H. W~o~
60 S. De..So:toS-t..
Be..v/2...'t..ty HU.t-6 F.t. 34465
(904)- 746-5022

Assigned to__/..,:.'i...:.C;;.... :._=--_
Post Card. _
Response Code

r a.m ;r,~e.d a.n.d d~v e. ma.~y hoUA.-b 0-6 e.~j 0 yme./'\d"o~m co-~--:--Vt.u.~-c.Un..g
a.11..d 0pp~g ;r,a.d-Lo con.:Vt.o.tte.d mode...t cU...J7_P.ta..n.Q.-6. r h.a..ve." be.e.11.. -Ln-te.;r,e/.>;te.d
-Ln. a..v-La..;t..i..on ~ OJr. a-!:. .tong. a-!:. I ca..n ;r,emembQ..Jl,. r a.m ve.;r,y a.e.-:t-Lve.. -Ln.. a. .toca..t
ctu..b who-6e.. me..mb Q.Jl,-6 e.n.j dy COn-6;t;r,u..c;t-Lng a.nd 0 p e..>ta.;t.-Ln.g ;r,a.d.Lo con..;t.Jl,otte.d
mode..-t-6 cU...>t p.ta.I1..e/.> .

r a.m VQ..Jl,y con.ce.."tn..e..d a.bolLt.. p;r,op0-6e..d .JUJ.-.te.. ;tJt.a.;t. a.;r,e.. CLJ..Jl,Jl,e.ft;t..ty tLI"l-dvr.
con.-6-Lde.;r,a.Uon. by ;the. FQ..de.>ta..t Commu..n.".Lca..;t.-Lon.. comm-L-6-6~o~ (FCC). The. PR
Doch.e.;t 92-235. I~ a.dopte.d ;the.. ;r,u...te..-b wUR.. g>te.a.Uy >te.du..ce. th.e. u..-6a.bUUy
0-6 ,J./t.e.qu..e.n..e.-t.e/.> CLJ..Jl,;r,e.r...-tJ!.y a..4-6-Lgn..e.d ~ o;r, mode..t u,...~e. a.nd -LnC.lt.~e. ;the.. ~k
o~ a..cude.n.:t..o a.nd a..t;t.;t.~da..n-t ..t-La..bUUy ~ o;r, con.:Vt.oU/t.g moda a.-L.Jt.p.ea..rt.e/.>.

OLJ..Jl, ;r,a.d~o co~o.t -6;r,e..q,u..e..n.Ue..-b a.;r,e.. -Ln. :the.. 72-76 MHz bcut.d.. Th.-i..-6 bcut.d.
-L-6 p;r,Lm~y l.J.-6e..d& OJr. pJr.-Lva..;t.e.. .ta.n.d mobUe.. d-L-6pa.:tch.. op<Vta..-t.-i..o~. HowevVl..
OLJ..Jl, ;r,a.d-Lo COIt-:t.;r,O.t -6;r,e.qu..en..Ue..-b -Ln. ;tM-6 ba..n.d a..;r,e.. ~a..;r, e.n..ou..gh a..pa.;r,;t. -6;r,om
:the. .ta..n..d mobUe. .J;r,e.qu..e.n..UQ...6 th.a..;t. we.. h.a..ve- be.e..~ a.b.te. ;to -6h.a."te. ;the. ba.nd·
w-L:thou..;t. e.-L;t.hQ..Jl, u..-6e. -Ln..te../t.~ e.;r,-Lng wUh .the. o.:the.;r,.

Now ;the.. FCC wa.rl.;t.....!) :to c;r,e.a..:t.e. mo>te. .ta.~d mo b-L.te. ~;r,e..q,u..e-nc-LC-6 by
-6pt.-L-tt.-Ll1..g :the.m ~n..:t.o rt..a.."t'LOW ba.~dwUM a.n..d ./t.~n..g-L~g ;the. ba.l1..d p.ta..~. 'A-6
>te/.>uft, ma.n.y .ta.nd mo b ..U?.. e..& >te.qu..e.ne.-Le..-b w-L.U mo v e.. d!.o-b Q.Jl, :to .:the.. -'tQ..d-Lo
con:t;r,o..e.. -6;r,e-qu..e.nc.Le..-b a..n.d ca..u..-6e. ~n:te.>t-&6 Q.Jl,e.ft.ce. :to ;r,a.d-Lo COM;r,O.t OpQ..Jl,­
a.;t-LOn-6. r a.m ;to.td ..th.a..-t 0-6 :the. 50 !J;r,e.qu..e.Il.UQ.-6 :t.Jt.a.;t. a.Jr.e.. p;r,e..-be.n.:U.y
a..vcU....ta.bte. ~ O./t. >ta..d-Lo con.:Vt.ot 0-& mode-€. a..-L.'t.p.ta.ne..-~, on.ty 19 -6;r,e..Qu..e.nUe..-b
wLU be. ..e..e.-6;t 4 ;the/.>e. ne.w ~e..-b a..;r,e.. a..d 0 p.:te.d .

whe.~ we. -6..e..y Otvl.. modd a..-L.'t.p.ta.~e. u..n.dQ..Jl, ;r,a..d~o con.tJt.o.t, we. go :to g;r,e.a.:t
.te.ng.:th-b :to a..-6-bLJ..Jl,e.. :the.. -ba.-6 e.;t.y 0-& .the. 0 p Q.Jl,a..:t.o~ a..n..d bY-b;t.a.nd~ cu"l-d ;the.
p;r,o:te.e.-:t-Lon 06 p;r,opQ..'t.;t.y. Ma.~y 0-6 OLJ..Jl, -6a.-6ty p;r,e.ca.u..t-Lo~ -Lnvo.te. :the.
c.a..Jt.c4u...t coo-'Lci...u'..a..tio~ a.~d u..-6e. 0.& :the. ;r,a.d~o con...t.JLoi. -6>te.qu..e.~UQ...6. 1-6 th..e.
n.u..mbe..~ 0-6 .tu..-6a.b.te. !J>tcqu..e.-nue..-b -L-6 d~m~n.-L-6he..d a..-6 p>topO-6e.d by :t.J"l-e. FCC,
:the.. ;r,e.mUMn..g -6;r,e..Qu...e.~Ue..-6 w-L.t.t be.come.. co~ge..-bte.d a.~d :the. mQ..'Lg~~ 0-6
-6a.-& e.:t.y w-L.t.t be- g.'Le..a.:tty dcC-'t.e.a...6e..d.

P.t~e. u..n.d~:ta..l1..d :t.h.a.:t ma.ny mode..t a..-L.'Lp.ta.n.e..-b h.a.ve. w-Ln.g ..6pCU1..-6 u..p -to
10 -6e..a a.~d we.--Lgh a..-6 mu..ch. a...6 30 O·'L 40 pou..t~d-6. The.- mode..t-b :the.m-6aVQ...6 Q..'Le..
cx.p e.n-6~Ve. ;to b~d; bu..;t. mo;c..e. :to :t11..e- p O ..LIt.:t., tihe..y a.;r,e.. ca.pa.b.te.. 06 e.a.u.-6-L~g

p;r,o pe..'t.:t.y da.ma.g e.., -6 e..~LOlL-6 -L~j LJ..Jl,y, O-'L cve..rt.. de..a.:th 4 ;r,a.d.Lo ~n.:t.Vt..6 Q...'Le.l1..ce.
ca..u..-6 Q...6 :the. 0 p~o;r, :t0 .<.. 0 -6 e. c 0~o.t 0 -6 :the.. C.It.a.-6 ;t . We. 0 -6 ten.. -6 .ty 0 LJ..Jl,
mode-.e...-~ a.:t o>tga..n-Lze.d e.ve..n..t.-b cut.d con-te..-bU wh..Q..Jl,e.. h.u..~d;r,e.d-6 06 ope.Jt.a....t.O"l,-6
pa.;r,:t.-Lupa...:te. . We. ~e..e..d :the. u..-6 e. 0" Otvl.. 6u...t.t comp.tQ../7le..n..:t. 06 ;r,a.d-Lo -6 ;r,e.qu..e..n.Ce..-6
~n o>tde.-'t. :to a...6-6LJ..Jl,e.. a.. -6% e. !J..e..y~g e.~v-L;r,onme.n.:t..

I do ~o;t :t~n~ -L.:t -L-6 w~e. 0-6 :the. FCC ;to -6e..e.~ :to -Lmp;r,ove. ;the.
ope.~~g cond~on-6 06 .ta.nd mobUe.-'ta.d..Lo MQ...'t.-6 a...:t ;the... e.x.pe..~ce.- 0-6 ;r,a.d-Lo
co n.Vt.o e. mode.-.te../'t-6. The.- FCC ma.y no.t :th-L~h. we.. a.'tQ. a.-6 ~mp o;r,;f:..a.n.:t. a..-~ bu..-6~ne/.>-6

u..-6Q..'t.-6 0-6 ;r,a.d..LO-6, blLt. we. ha.ve.. a.. con-6~dvl ..a...b.te.- ~r...mvC-6;t.me.-n-t -L~ Otvl.. mode..t-6
a.n..d ..Ln OWL. >ta...d-Lo e.-qu....Lrll~. The.. hobby p"r...ov~de..-6 ma.I1..Y h..oUA.-b 0-6 e.n..joyme.n:t
;to :thou..-6cu1..d-6 0-6 pe..op..e..e.-Uh.e. mY-6e..!!..-6 a.nd con..:t.'t.-LblLt.C-6:to :the... a.dva..nce.me.n..:t.
a.n.d de..v ao pme..n..:t 0-6 ;th.e. commQ..Jl,e.-La...e. ~du..-6uy.

·P.t~e.. he..tp me.. co~~e.. :the.- -6a.-6e.. c~jpyme.n.:t. o~ my Pa.-6:t.-L~e.- by ~o:t

a..t.t 0 w.Ln9 ;th.e.. FCC :t0 c.6 a.;r,Jl,Y 0 ILt. -L.;t.-6 p;r,o -6 p 0 -6a...t -6 o;r, 7 2 - 7 6 MHz ba.n.d .

S~~CQ.-'L.uy I
'6 I

]CU1...
To. UILUe.d S-ta.-te/.> HOMe. O~ Re.p;r,e/.>e.n-ta..-t.-Lve.
M;r,. C~~~o;r,d B. st~~~

1630 Lo~gwo~ HOMe. OJJ~ce. B~d~~g

WC1..-6h-Ln..g-r:on.. DC 20515


